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peace. Since that time, the Unisphere has become a 
strong representation of the park and the unofficial 
symbol of Queens. Having made appearances in many 
television commercials and in the movie “Men in Black,” 
the Unisphere, which stands 140 feet in the air, is a great 
spot for a photo opportunity.

Animal lovers can get up close and personal with their 
favorite little friends at the Queens Wildlife Center. The 
Wildlife Center is a popular choice among children, and 
remains a top attraction for family fun. The zoo houses 
over 250 animals of more than 40 species. Everything 
from mountain lions to coyotes to sea lions can be found 
at the Wildlife Center, and a special domestic area gives 
children the opportunity to touch ducks, rabbits, sheep 
and goats.  In addition, the zoo offers programs for 
students about the importance of the human relationship 
with wildlife. 

There is also a wide range of active pursuits to enjoy.  
If you are looking for some hands-on fun, there is an 

abundance of activities to participate in as well. Just a chip 
shot away from Citi Field is the 18-hole pitch-and-putt 
golf course.  Located next to the National Tennis Center, 
it is known in New York as the pitch-and-putt with the 
toughest greens. The course is also fully lit, so golf 
enthusiasts can enjoy a round after a day at the ballpark.

Tennis players have the chance to play on the same 
courts as some of the great professional tennis players. 
The USTA National Tennis Center is home to the U.S. 
Open each summer, and for the rest of the year, it serves 
as a terrific place to improve your game. 

In addition to tennis and golf, there are number of 
soccer fields near the Unisphere where you can always 
find a pick-up game to join. Players and fans also enjoy 
baseball, softball, cricket, ultimate Frisbee and any other 
sport imaginable in the open fields of the park. Sailing and 
rowing lessons are also available on Meadow Lake, which 
at 93 acres is New York City’s largest lake. The lake is 
also a popular destination for recreational fishing, and is 
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also surrounded by bike paths, picnic areas and a model 
airplane facility.

The Aquatic Center is the largest recreation complex ever 
built in a city park at 110,000 square feet.  It is the first of 
its kind in the city and is ADA-accessible.  The Olympic-size 
indoor public pool, the first to open in New York City in 
four decades, has an adjustable floor and diving tank for 
public swim and competitive meets. The NHL-standard 
indoor ice hockey rink serves as a year-round facility for 
competitive leagues and individual skaters. 

The park also boasts educational and cultural offerings. 
The world-famous New York Hall of Science, ranked as 
one of the country’s top science museums, is located just 
inside the 111th Street entrance to the park. It features 

over 400 hands-on exhibits that focus on hundreds of 
topics in the world of science and technology. Try your 
hand at Rocket Park Mini Golf, where players learn that 
the same laws of motion and gravity that guide the path 
of a spaceship control the motion of golf balls here            
on Earth.

Flushing Meadows Corona Park is also home to the 
Queens Museum of Art, which offers fine arts exhibitions, 
performances, films and an extensive educational 
program. The museum is best known though for its large 
panoramic model of New York City, built to scale and 
updated periodically to reflect the city’s ever-changing 
landscape. A model of Citi Field was added in March 2009.
Queens Theatre in the Park presents and produces 
quality and diverse programs for adults, children, and 
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Queens Theatre in the Park
family audiences featuring 
international, national and local 
artists. Queens Theatre, formerly 
a World’s Fair pavilion, stages 
300 performances annually 
including Latino, Black and Asian 
Cultural Arts Series.

During your next trip to Citi Field, 
make some time to explore of the 
attractions of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. For more information,                                                                              
visit www.discoverqueens.org or                    
www.nycgovparks.org.

- Donald Muller

The Unisphere


