BY VERONICA LEWIN

Ricardi Calixte, director of the Neigh-
borhood Economic Development for the
Queens Economic Development Corp.,
has a vision for economic opportunities
that spread to areas outside of Downtown
Jamaica.

Downtown Jamaica is thriving eco-
nomically, and several plans are in the
works to bring even more people to the
area. However, the rest of Southeast
Queens has not seen that same level of
economic success. The South Jamaica
resident said a lot of shopping money is
going to Long Island and Brooklyn stores
when it could be used in the borough. He
added areas outside of bustling Down-
town Jamaica are ignored to a certain
extent, and he is trying to work with stake-
holders to bring resources to make the
area more enticing to those who do not
live in Southeast Queens.

One of Calixte’s goals with the QEDC
is to establish a new Business Improve-
ment District on Liberty Avenue. Accord-
ing to Calixte, the area has been “resil-
ient” despite tough economic times, but
he says even more opportunities are avail-
able for the area. Calixte said he hopes
implementing a BID would increase
awareness of Liberty Avenue and the
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shops it has to offer.

“The corridor is pretty healthy and vi-
brant and has the qualities that it takes to
be a business improvement district,” he
said.

Establishing a BID takes time and a
lot of effort. The process takes two to
three years and begins with surveying
property owners on their needs and goals.
Next, the businesses hold promotions,
campaigns and holiday events to attract
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shoppers to the area.

One of Calixte’s other projects in
Southeast Queens involves improving the
vacant lot on Farmers Boulevard near
Councilman Leroy Comrie’s (D-St.
Albans) office. The lot has been vacant
for years, but has the potential to be the
host of many community events. The
Farmers Boulevard Health Fair in Sep-
tember brought attention to the vacant
lot. Participants had access to free blood
pressure screenings, body mass indexing,
nutritional information, massage therapy
and free produce. Calixte said he hopes
to hold other events at the site in the up-
coming future.

With its potential growth in mind,
Calixte is working with the Farmers Bou-
levard Development Corp. to improve the
vacant site, which will be a two-part
project. Calixte said he has received
plenty of support from residents in the
area thus far. He plans to reach out to the
City for additional support to bring
projects to fruition.

The Health Fair also addressed one
of the other issues Calixte is working to
change. “Southeast Queens is one of the
areas that has the highest rates of health
concerns,” he said. Many residents suffer
from diabetes, hypertension, and other
adverse health outcomes caused by poor

diet, which often is a result of a lack of
food options besides fast food and other
low-nutritional value meals.

“The residents are not quite happy
with their options in terms of getting some
fresh food and vegetables,” Calixte said.
The Pathmark in Laurelton is one of the
few options for fresh produce in South-
east Queens.

Calixte said he has a better understand-
ing of what the needs are of South Ja-
maica, as opposed to a more distant
neighborhood where he has to ask around
and look up data to figure out how to best
serve the community. He said living in
the area also helps him know who to talk
to when beginning projects.

“We’re doing the best we can to see how
we can help bring some more vitality to the
corridors of Southeast Queens,” he said.

Reach Reporter Veronica Lewin at
vlewin@queenspress.com or (718) 357-7400,
Ext. 123.

Got A Profile?

Send a photo with background
and contact information to:
PRESS of Southeast Queens
150-50 14th Rd.,
Whitestone, NY 11357
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Just a few of our favorites:
« Fresh Strawberry & [ce Cream Crepe
- Banana Nutella Crepe

- Terivaki Grilled Chicken Crepe

- Mexican Grilled Chicken Crepe

« Trendy Bubble Tea

Our Fresh Meadows location is
ncar &t. John's Universtity

177-07 Union Turnpike | 718.380.0887
{carry out only) across from Barnes & Nobles near St. John's U

70-23 Austin St., Forest Hills | 718.793.2006
(delivery and carry out) across from UA Bandon cinemas

Wedotl1&2,Friot7,Satat11,2&4:30,Sunat12&3
For groups & birthday parties visit our website or call 1-B66-6-GAZTIX

GazillionBubbleShow.com

TELECHARGE.COM or 212.239.6200
NEW WORLD STAGES NN 340 WEST 50th ST.
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http://www.gazillionbubbleshow.com
http://www.telecharge.com



